Notes from meeting 3-7-09
Elk Lake Landscape and Beautification Committee

The Elk Lake Landscape and Beautification Committee met March 7 in the lodge.  Participating were Diane Luebbe, Evie Murray, Ted Blaney, Howard and Nancy Wiggs, Mary Hoop, Tony England, and Kae Crenshaw.  Julie Kirk, Elk Lake newsletter and website editor, was also in attendance.  Her previous experience with native plants and coordinating volunteer gardens led her to initiate this project at Elk Lake, and she agreed to continue assisting the committee, even though her lots were recently sold.

Nancy Wiggs showed the group her sketches for new signs to replace the old wooden signs outside Elk Lake that are deteriorated or gone.  The group agreed that the drawings were beautiful and recommended one to use for new signs.  Kae said the board would look at purchasing new signs using Nancy’s design.
The ELPOA board had hired David Hull to develop a “Landscape Master Plan” for the most important common areas of Elk Lake, specifically around the entrance, certain areas along Beach Road, and around the picnic shelter and lodge.  The plan will serve as a roadmap to guide volunteer efforts in its implementation over the next few years, as funds become available.
David Hull is the extension agent for Gallatin County and has extensive experience landscaping residential and commercial properties.  His focus at Elk Lake is on trees, which provide the basis of the landscape, but he included perennials in his plan where appropriate.  He recommended using native plants, as well as other drought-tolerant and low-maintenance plants, that would do well with little care and that were, of course, deer-resistant.  

David showed his computer-generated drawings of each area the group had noted for planting.  The areas featured are listed below.  The description of the area is linked to a current photo, when available, and the views and diagrams are linked to David’s drawings.  (Species are linked to related websites but for information purposes only, not an endorsement for any company.)
1. Area near the entrance by the parking spaces and message board (David’s illustrations: front view, diagram).  He recommended red maple, sugar maple, sweet gum, black gum (or tupelo), pin oak and northern red oak.  A bed would run between the parking spaces and the fence, and could include butterfly bush (Buddleia) and large grasses.  He also recommended a raised bed at the base of the message board planted with drought-tolerant perennials such as autumn sedum or neon sedum, or a small spirea.

2. Area near entrance to screen the brick house (David’s illustrations:  front view, diagram).  David recommended small trees such as redbud, kousa dogwood and sweetbay magnolia.  Perennials suggested were coral bells, coreopsis, daylilies, iris and spring bulbs such as daffodils.

3. Area around maintenance barn (David’s illustrations:  front view, back view, diagram).  
David recommended a bed in the area between Beach Rd. and the turn to West Lakeshore Drive that could include “forest pansy” redbud, Virginia sweetspire “Little Henry,” a tall perennial that will spread throughout the bed, clethra and Annabelle hydrangeas.  Behind the barn, he recommended three bald cypress underplanted with dogwood.  David also recommended enlarging the gravel area to meet the edge of the right side of the barn.

4. Sloping open area where Beach Rd. turns down to the dam on North Lakeshore Dr. (David’s illustrations:  front view, diagram).  Trees recommended were serviceberry, red maple, sugar maple, river birch, London plane tree, tulip poplar, and three bald cypress. Other trees recommended by David were chokeberry, similar to serviceberry but not as tall, and yellowwood.  He said London plane tree is a refined sycamore resistant to the sycamore anthracnose disease.  He said grasses, such as Hamlin (two-feet tall) and adagio grass could be planted at the turn, where visibility is an issue.

5. Beach Rd. split around playground (David’s illustrations:  front view, diagram).  The dying pine tree should be removed and the stump ground out, and the small rock-edged (and now empty) flowerbed should be removed.  David recommended a clump of small trees in this opening, such as sweetbay magnolia, serviceberry and chokeberry.  In front of these, he recommended a bed of sweetspire “Little Henry,” clethra, and Annabelle hydrangeas.  Daffodils would also be good planted in this area.

6. Right-of-way area where Redbud turns off Beach Rd (David’s illustrations:  front view, diagram).  Clethra, a small shrub that spreads, was recommended with sedum “autumn joy,” as well as hummingbird shrub.

7. Area around pavilion (David’s illustrations:  front view, diagram).  David said the main thing to do to make the pavilion area look better is to define a parking lot, instead of allowing the entire space to be somewhat gravel and somewhat grass.  He recommended using railroad ties to enclose a large square parking area in front of the pavilion and agreed that a raised bed in the parking lot perpendicular to the pavilion containing shade trees was an excellent idea.  He also recommended removing all dead and dying trees from the woods behind the pavilion and around the playground, then planting three large shade trees directly behind the pavilion, such as London plane tree, tulip poplar, and accolade elm (a disease-resistant American elm).  These and other similar trees could replace the large trees removed from the woods.  He also suggested planting small trees such as redbuds and dogwoods through the woods.

8. Lodge (David’s illustrations:  left view, right view, diagram).  To the left of the lodge (facing the front) could be serviceberry or another small tree, grasses and daylilies (or other perennials).  To the right of lodge, where steps go down, her recommends tall grasses and Shasta daisies maybe mixed with coreopsis, although other perennials that would look good are black-eyed Susan, purple coneflower, baptisia (with a beautiful indigo flower), other perennials and serviceberry.  His diagram shows a large pot of annuals to the right of the door, and he suggested that the blank wall to the right should feature a large work of art.

The group discussed choosing one section of David’s plan to plant this spring to get the ball rolling, and the area to screen the front of the brick house at the entrance was selected.

The group recommended these other areas to be added to the plan:

· Area near the dam and boat ramp, after repair work on leaks is completed.  David said he would create a plan for that area.

· Small grove of locust trees on rise near entrance, which will include a rock garden beneath the trees.  David recommended daffodils, crocus, yellow-flowered trailing sedum, small grasses such as blue fescue and little bunny fountain grass, and creeping phlox.

· Plantings to screen the Quonset hut at the entrance, which David will recommend.

· David will look at the tool shed area again, now that the lean-to has been removed.

Other recommendations from David Hull were these:

· One small tree specifically recommended was serviceberry, a native tree with clusters of white flowers in spring followed in the fall by luscious red berries that are a favorite of wildlife;  

· Trees should be purchased in five-gallon pots, although some, such as redbuds, could be moved successfully from wooded areas;

· Tree roots should be “roughed up” prior to planting to loosen roots, and rootball should be 1-2 inches above the surface to allow for settling (never plant trees too deep!).

· Trees should NOT planted in straight rows;  

· Salvia is a good annual to use;

· If roses are wanted, use “knockout” roses;

· Don’t plant flowers around each road signpost;

· Butterfly weed and Joe Pye weed are good native wildflowers;

· Trees should generally be planted in the fall, so they have the advantage of starting when the weather is cooler and there is more precipitation.

· Tree seedlings can be purchased in large numbers from the Kentucky Division of Forestry.  See www.forestry.ky.gov/seedling/ 

· Small trees such as redbud and dogwood can be planted along Beach Rd. at the edge of the treeline.

· David said he “doesn’t trust” evergreens, which are less drought tolerant and more subject to problems such as bagworms.

· David discouraged using burning bush (euonymous) due to its invasiveness in the native landscape.

· An advantage to landscaping just one or two sections per year is limiting the amount of watering that must be done.  Options for efficient watering other than drip irrigation are tree bags or five-gallon buckets with nail holes, which would be placed at each tree and filled once a week.

· Beds should be outlined with spray paint then worked up with a rototiller. 

Discussion by the group included these recommendations:

· A roof needs to be added over the mailboxes;

· A bed could be added to either side of the entrance to Oak Dr., which goes to the dumpsters, that could include small trees and grasses.

· A “plant exchange” among members would allow members to bring perennials divided from those in their own yards, contribute those to planting areas, and exchange them among members.

· Nancy Wiggs will check with her cousin, Jeff Wallace, who owns a local nursery, to see about getting a good price on trees.

· Ted Blaney offered to pot up small tree seedlings and care for them until they grow to a larger size and can be planted the following year.

· Trees will be labeled, and David recommended tall metal labels that last indefinitely.

· Mulch will be used under each tree.  Aged wood chips will be used, since they are free.

· A children’s area could be developed at the small pond near the dam.

A program for fund-raising will be developed.  It will include a memorial program, so members can donate funds to purchase a tree or garden in memory of a loved one or event.  David suggested that the area around the pavilion would be a good place for memorial trees.

Julie Kirk agreed to write up these notes and put all this information, including links to the individual plants, on the website.  Ted Blaney agreed to mark outlines of the beds and look at improving the rock raised beds currently on either side of the front gate.  The group will schedule a “planting party” to be held before the end of April for the area in front of the brick house.
